
 
 

Branch Motion (15/6/2018):  

Palestine, Human Rights and Divestment 
 

This Branch notes 

1. that since March 30th, 113 unarmed protesters have been killed and over 12,000 

injured by Israeli forces along the edge of the Gaza Strip, where living conditions 

have been likened to being “caged in a toxic slum from birth to death” by the UN 

High Commissioner for Human Rights. 

2. that the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) states that Israeli settlements 

in the West Bank are illegal under international law, and that the FCO strongly 

condemns the Israeli government’s decision to establish a second new settlement in 

the West Bank in less than a year.   

3. that Palestinian civil society organisations have requested individuals and institutions 

around the world to divest from companies which have any link with the occupation 

of Palestinian land, to put pressure on Israel to comply with international law.  

4. that UCU is affiliated with the Trade Union Friends of Palestine (TUFP) and works 

with the Friends of Birzeit University and the Palestine Solidarity Campaign to build 

civil society in Palestine. 

 

This branch believes that the situation on the ground in Palestine is untenable. It takes its 

lead from Amnesty International, Jewish Voice for Peace, Independent Jewish Voices, the 

Officer of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, and many other political and trade 

organisations committed to equality and justice. 

 

This branch resolves 

1. to request to the University of Exeter that the University implements its code of 

practice for ethical investment by divesting from all companies that have any direct 

or indirect investment in any activity connected with the forcible and illegal 

displacement of Palestinians from their home and the illegal occupation of Palestinian 

land. 

2. to submit a motion to Congress 2019 calling on UCU to become a signatory of the 

Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions campaign, and to campaign for all universities to 

divers from any direct or indirect investment in activities or companies connected to 

the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestinian land.  
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